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Through repression and coercion, the region was, once again, brought
ui^der the direct control of the Nizam I. !> jugh the ancient Zammdanes were
confirmed to the respecthe houses :ua tneir privileges were intact. The
region suffered from the arbitrary ruie of the Nawabs and their deputies.
Again, the death of the Nizam Ire vr. ea the hopes of these Zamindars to enjoy
autonomy. They cultivated friendly relations with the Europeans, particu-
larly the French and the English through whom they expected to procure
ammunition, weapons etc.

m

The English and the French companies became bitter rivals compet-
ing for more advantageous trade concessions in the South. Besides this, both
the European nations were engaged in frequent wars in Europe which also
reverberated in their colonies. Even though they were at peace in India, the
international situation was causing disturbances in their colonies. However,
the First Nizam was able to check their ambitions and from time and again
warned them not to wage war in his territory. He successfully kept them at
a distance from his court.
But his death in 1748 resulted in a war of succession and the political
instability prepared a favourable ground for the English and French to
interfere in the local affairs by taking sides with the rival factions.
The French influence reached its heights during the rule of Muzaffar
Jung though he was replaced immediately and were also confirmed by his
successor. The new Nizam granted Northern Saikars (Andhra) to CoL Bussy
as his personal jagtr towards the expenses of the French contingent retained
by the Nizam. This arrangement sowed the seeds for policy of subsidiary
alliance adopted by the English after the fall of Mysore.
The rise of the French power in Deccan became an eyesore to the
English who were waiting for an opportunity to strike at the French predomi-
nance. Bussy's visit to the Andhra region for revenue collections helped
VijiaramaRaju (Elder) of Vizianagaram to settle his score withhis traditional
enemy, Ranga Rao of Bobbili. Bussy expressed his unhappiness to Vijiar-
amaRaju for involving him in such a devastating battle. VijiaramaRaju was
alsoslainsoonafterthebattlebyoneof thecloserelativesofRangRao. Thus,
the battle reduced both the powerful Zamindaries to the state of dependency.